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Dig, Listen, Plunge, and Wake Up 
Senior Art Students on their Final Exhibition 


Face-to-Face 
by Nicole 
Stadt 


ELISE ARSENAULT 
SENIOR REPORTER 


An historical photograph of a little girl, an honest 
conversation with a friend, the quest to forgive, and 
the unity of science and faith — these are subjects that 
became doorways for four students last fall when they 
set out to create artwork for their final exhibition. 


From December 10 to January 12, Redeemer’s gallery 
was clad in collages by Nicole Stadt, portraits by Mi- 
randa Van Rooyen, paintings by Jessica Johnston, and 
a mixed media display by Liane Miedema. A curious 
and supportive crowd of students, faculty, family, and 
friends gathered at a reception on the exhibition’s open- 
ing night to hear from the artists themselves about their 
thoughts underlying their work. 


Far From Fairytales 


For Nicole Stadt, exploring the history of popular chil- 
dren’s stories led to the making of Far from Fairytales, 
a series of seven collages that pair oil paint with photo- 
graphs on wood. 


“I'd been looking at historical photographs,” explains 
Nicole, “when I found this interesting photo of a girl 
named Alice Liddell. “I was curious, so I dug into her 
backstory and found out that this young girl, born in 
1852, was actually the inspiration behind Lewis Car- 
roll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. That is where 
the idea for this exhibition was born.” 


Nicole’s art creates dialogue between the original and 
modern versions of her chosen stories: Alice in Won- 


__ by Miranda Van Rooyen 


s a ; 
motionless Escape” 


derland, Beauty and the Beast, Pinocchio, The Lion 
King, Peter Pan, Winnie the Pooh, and The Princess 
and the Pea. 


“Each piece focuses on connecting reality with literary 
fiction with the hope of giving more depth and insight 
to the stories we know so well,” she says. Some photo- 
graphs are meant to tie plots to their authors, others to 
hint at their origins. 


When asked about her hope for those who see her work, 
Nicole’s answer is simple: “That people become curious. 


“That they wonder why there is a man’s face on Win- 
nie the Pooh’s body, why Pinocchio is hanging, and why 
there is a gun in the Lion King piece. There are hidden 
stories behind these pieces that want to be unraveled, 
but it takes more than a glance to find them.... It takes a 
little digging.” 


To see the whole of Nicole’s series, give @StadtArt a fol- 
low on Instagram. And when intrigue grows from what 
you find, why not do some digging of your own? 


Unveiling the Psyche 


Miranda Van Rooyen, too, concerns herself with un- 
ravelling stories in her collection of paintings entitled 
Unveiling the Psyche. 


“Over the past year,” says Miranda, “I have become 
increasingly aware of how difficult it is to truly under- 
stand the experience for people with mental health 
issues.” 


“How Then Shall I Live?’ 
by Liane Miedema 


When a conversation with a close friend confirmed 

that she isn’t the only one troubled by this difficulty, 
Miranda wondered how she “could help communicate a 
person’s experience in a way that others would be able 
to clearly understand.” 


With that, she interviewed five women and painted their 
portraits. Added to each painting are images acting as 
visual metaphors. Each one is meant to offer viewers “a 
better understanding of [these women’s] unique experi- 
ences, and a greater idea of what it is like to live with 
mental health issues on a daily basis.” 


Though offering only a glimpse of this challenge, paying 
attention to the symbolism in Miranda’s artwork can 
help us empathize with those we care about — friends 
and family who are patient with us as we become more 
mindful of them. 


“Creating art about mental health is a sensitive issue,” 
she admits, “and isn’t typically something most people 
are willing to share.” But when asking people whether 
or not they'd like to participate, Miranda was “surprised 
by how willingly some agreed to be a part of the exhibi- 
tion,” and deeply thankful for it. 


For insight on how Miranda's internship with Hamil- 
ton’s art outreach centre, RE-create, inspired her work, 
give Dan Galenkamp’s article “The Art of Listening” a 
read at Redeemer.ca/Resound. 


[continued on page 3) 


THE®CROWN.CA 


JANUARY 2017 // thecrown.ca 


3 : a 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF SENIOR REPORTER 


Joel A. Voth Elise L. Arsenault 
b) thecrown@redeemer.ca 


COPY EDITOR 
Nicholas J. Slagter 


LAYOUT EDITOR | JUNIOR REPORTER 
Emma J. Roorda 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Joshua D. Voth Jonathan M. Fischer 


YOUR 


CAMPUS. Letter from the Editor 


NEWS. 


YOUR 


VOICE. 


I am excited to announce that The Crown is hiring. 
If you are thinking of pursuing a career in journal- 
ism, marketing, social media, or entertainment, The 
Crown is a great way to get a taste of this multime- 
dia industry and gain experience for your résumé. 
We will be hiring for the Managing Editor position, 
which is a mixture of running social media outlets, 
updating The Crowns website, finding outside ad- 
vertisements, brainstorming with the team, and 
writing monthly articles. The Managing Editor also 
works closely with the Editor in Chief, as well as the 
team, on a weekly basis. We will also be hiring for 
the Copy Editor position, which largely entails the 
editing of submitted articles to be ready for print. 
This position also includes consulting with writ- 
ers and brainstorming with the team. Finally, we 
are hiring for the Junior Reporter position, which 
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twittercom/Crown_RUC 


instagram.com/Crown_RUC 


Happy New Year! On behalf of The Crown and my- 
self, we wish you a year filled with Christ’s love and 
peace. It is crazy to think that we are already heading 
into Winter Semester 2017, and some of us will be 
graduating after this semester. And some of you will 
just be starting here at Redeemer full of questions 
and excitement for the journey ahead. The Crown 
will always be looking for students who are passion- 
ate and interested in writing. If you have an interest 
in a certain topic, please contact us, as we would love 
to hear from you. If you disagree with any article 
that has been published in The Crown, I encourage 
and challenge you to write an article addressing your 
opposing opinion. Any deadlines for article submis- 
sions can be found at www.thecrown.ca. If you have 
any questions for me, please do not hesitate to con- 
tact me at thecrown@redeemer.ca, 


consists of writing articles to fulfill a quota for each 
monthly publication under the guidance of the Edi- 
tor in Chief and Senior Reporter, as well as working 
with the team and brainstorming ideas. For more 
information, or if you are interested in applying, 
send me your résumé at javoth@redeemer.ca or 
thecrown@redeemer.ca. 


The opinions expressed in The Crown are not nec- 
essarily those of Redeemer University College's stu- 
dent body, faculty, or admission. The Crown is pub- 
lished seven times per academic year. It is funded 
by the students of Redeemer University College and 
by advertising. The Crown is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the broader college and Hamilton 
community. 


thecrown.ca 


Letters to the editor and article submissions must be sent to thecrown@redeemer.ca and must include the name and 
contact information of the writer, although we may print anonymously by special request. Works submitted as letters will be 
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Plunge 


Jessica Johnston's series Plunge also symbolizes an 
internal experience. Her five paintings tell a story that 
arose from exploring what it means to truly forgive 
those who have hurt you. 


The concept came to Jessica two years ago, and stuck 
with her as it became more meaningful. “I was working 
through a lot of pain, anger, and bitterness in my life,” 
she explains. 


“At a point where I was just miserable, I got this image 
of a person standing on the edge of a cliff. They were 
looking down at the very rough, rocky water below. 
There comes a point where you can either continue 

to let anger and bitterness control your life, or you 

can stand on the edge of the cliff and trust-fall into 
unknown waters. 


“Once you break the surface of the water and sink 
towards the bottom, the water becomes calm, and the 
further you get away from the surface the stiller the 
water gets. In that stillness, you can become restored 
and begin to see the person God created you to be: free 
from anger, bitterness, pain, and hurt. 


“Then you can rise restored.” 


Each of the paintings relay a moment in this journey, 
entitled: “Justice,” “Falling,” “Bottom,” “Pushing Off,” 
and “Restore.” Jessica originally ascribed these scenes 
to the process of forgiveness, but later realized she 
need not limit it to one experience. 


“After working through the concept for several 
months,” she says, “I realized just how fundamental 
this imagery is for Christian life in general. As Chris- 
tians, we have to constantly die to our selves, our 
comfort, or our own ideas about what we'll do or whom 
we want to be. 


“We have to trait dal ib thalunknovit vaders and fait rf : 


into the cushion of the sea, Whefe we can 
selves. I believe that this plays a fundamental role in 
living life to the fullest.” 


For photos of all of Jessica’s Plunge paintings, and of 
the exhibition's reception, visit her website at jessica- 
johnstonart.com. 


How Then Shall I Live? 


Liane Miedema began a journey of her own in the con- 
struction of her art display, which rawly and thought- 


fully combines science and art in the contemplation of 
stewardship, 


As an Environmental Science major and Visual Art 
minor, Liane has spent years studying the natural 
world, its many functions, our interaction with it, and 
our purpose in its care. How Then Shall I Live? is vi- 
sual exploration of her learning, and how to unite “the 
knowledge of science, the community that we live in, 
and the theology of our role as stewards.” 


“I didn’t have an answer,” she admits, “so I just posed 
the question and spent the semester exploring how I 
could begin.” This questioning manifests in her exhibi- 
tion as a wall of sketches, encaustic paintings, leaves, 
and written quotes. On a table beneath it rests a stack 
of books, brushes, paint cans, and journals we are 
asked to leaf through. 


“I did rough concept sketches and larger colour studies 
... to show the culmination of many smaller thoughts 
and works that have been honed over time. I didn’t 
want the display to look finished, because I’m not fin- 
ished dealing with this question.” 


When asked what surprised her in the making of her 
display, Liane says she was delighted by the amount of 
encouragement received from students and professors 
alike. 


“The general impression I get from society is that art 

and science are quite the opposites,” she admits, “so I 
was so happy not only to engage both subjects, but to 
see that I was not the only person interested in doing 
so!” 


Her hope for those who stroll by her artwork (still 
mounted at the end of the art gallery) is that they’re 
“challenged to try looking at their ecological com- 
munity with fresh eyes. To remain awake to the world 
around them, and just how many things, from people, 
to trees, to the entire biome of planet earth, affect 
them.” 


’s evident il four students have thought deep! 
phe vidgal Pe at top ate sa and fruit of their pnd 
work. Do take some time to see it, and keep in mind the 
hopes of each artist as they prompt us to think more 
about the importance of origin, empathy, forgiveness, 


and remaining awake in the world we've been gifted. 


(For masterpieces by Redeemer art students, follow 
their corporate account @studio_rats on Instagram.) 


Hamilton Authors 
Book Launch a Success 


Brent van Straalduinen (left) and John Terpstra 
(right) signing copies of their books 
(Photo credits: Redeemer Marketing) 


ELISE ARSENAULT, 
JULIANNE VAN PELT 


One book compiles a year of prayers prayed on behalf 
of a congregation, the other tells the story of a fifteen- 
year-old girl whose family store is robbed at gunpoint. 
What do these works have in common? 


More than you think. 


Poet and cabinetmaker John Terpstra and author and 
RUC professor Brent van Staalduinen both had books 
to release at a launch event thrown by Redeemer on 
November 24, 2016. Terpstra presented and read from 
In the Company of All, a compilation of prayers he'd 
written and read on Sunday mornings at St. Cuthbert’s 
church in Westdale. The evening's second reading 
came from van Staalduinen’s debut novel, Saints, 
Unexpected, a magic-real story set at Hughson St. and 
King St. downtown Hamilton. 


[continued on page 9] 
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Fulfillment in Mystery 


A Study of Literature and Charles Taylor's Secularization Narrative 


NICHOLAS J, SLAGTER 
COPY EDITOR 


What do we mean when we think of ourselves as living in 
a secular world? Charles Taylor asks this question in his 
A Secular Age, as he seeks to uncover the historical roots 
of secularization in order to develop an understanding of 
what it means to live in today’s secular society. 


Last semester, | undertook an independent study for my 
English Honours Major, which asked a follow-up question: 
what is the relationship between English literature and the 
roots of the secularization of the Western world as Taylor 
understands it? 


Before moving forward, a very brief explanation of Tay- 
lor's theory of secularization — as is relevant to my study 
— needs to be provided. 


Part of Taylor’s goal in A Secular Age is to complicate the 
traditional secularization paradigm theories, which argue 
that a society becomes more secular as it modernizes. Re- 
ligion, according to these theories, simply dwindles away, 
leaving behind a humanity focused on its own flourishing 
and advancement. Taylor claims that this is not so. Reli- 
gion continues to be a legitimate form of belief; what has 
changed is the number of other viable options of belief and 
unbelief. Secularization is not a dwindling of religious be- 
lief, but an addition of new ways of believing or not. 


Exclusive humanism emerges as the direct opposition to a 
committed belief in a doctrinal religion. Fulfillment is no 
longer found in a transcendent God, but in an immanent 
world focused on human flourishing. Exclusive humanism 
begins to become more widely available after the Enlight- 
enment, not only for elites, but also for common people. 
As a result of this, Taylor argues, pressure between fully 
committed belief in religion and fully committed unbelief 
in exclusive humanism intensifies, leading to what he calls 
the “nova effect,” an influx of new ways humans find fulfill- 
ment. 


Taylor's method of uncovering this is not wholly focused on 
empirical evidence. He is more concerned with how people 
believed what they did, rather than the belief itself. Hu- 
manity persists in its need to find fulfillment in something, 
but it is the conditions of belief that develop through his- 
tory that shape the beliefs themselves. 


Such a focus lends itself well to a study of literature. Au- 
thors in a given time period may engage with these condi- 
tions, and it was my goal to find if this engagement is sensi- 
tive to the progression Taylor sees, if authors are inclined 
to look toward the eventual development of exclusive hu- 
manism as an option or resist these changing conditions of 
belief. I was curious to uncover whether literature, specifi- 
cally literature that demonstrates themes of the supernatu- 
ral, traces the process that Taylor describes. 

I focused on four different literary periods that coincide 
with part of Taylor's historical narrative — Medieval, Re- 
naissance, Neoclassical, and Romantic ~ each represented 
by one or two texts that demonstrate themes of the super- 
natural. For those of you who are interested, the texts I 
studied were the Gawain-poet’s Sir Gawain and the Green 
Knight and Chaucer's “The Canon’s Yeoman's Prologue 
and Tale” (late Medieval), Shakespeare's Macbeth (Renais- 
sance), Alexander Pope’s An Essay on Criticism and An 
Essay on Man (Neoclassical), and Lord Byron's Manfred 
(Romantic). 


After studying the selected texts, | found that they do not 
directly map onto Taylor's narrative. Depending on the 
period, literature may encourage or oppose the trajectory 
of secularization. Shakespeare serves as an example of en 
couraging secularization as he portrays ways of thinking 
about the world counter to the popular belief in the notion 
of Providence in the Renaissance. 


Many of the characters in Shakespeare's Macbeth adhere 
to the popular belief in God’s providence. Even Macbeth’s 
most evil deeds may be seen as part of God's just plan. 
Shakespeare, however, does not intend for his audience 
to feel the same way. Instead, he undercuts the notion of 
providential transcendence by depicting the supernatural 
forces of the play — represented in the witches — on an 
immanent plane. Shakespeare is imagining a world that 
lacks a guiding transcendent force, an idea that would not 
be widely entertained until the nineteenth century. 


Pope acts as an example of one who opposes secularization 
in the eighteenth century. Taylor describes this period as 
one of providential deism, a belief that acknowledges God's 
providence; however, it is reduced to natural laws that can 
be fully understood by human reason. The temptation of 
such an understanding is to lose sight of God as the tran- 
scendent figure above all. 


Pope works with the naturalistic language of this period 
and affirms God's transcendental position. “Nature,” ac- 
cording to Pope, is essentially supernatural to humanity's 
view, as it both requires transcendental vision in order to 
see the whole of God's creation, and exists as an entity con- 
taining the spirit of its Creator. 


In these cases, the relationship between literature and Tay- 
lor’s narrative of secularization is mutable; it can either 
support or oppose the early development of the secular 
world, 


However, | also discovered that literature with themes of 
the supernatural, regardless of the literary period it is situ- 
ated in, maintains a sense that there is a mysterious quality 
to the world that lies beyond humanity's reach. In this way, 
literature may support Taylor's assertion that humanity re- 
tains a desire to find fulfillment. 


An essential part of finding fulfillment is in placing one’s 
faith in something bigger, more powerful than one’s self, 
and an essential part of this faith in something bigger re- 
quires a sense of mystery, or else it ceases to be fulfilling, 
éven exclusive humanism, which attempts to avoid any 
such commitment, looks toward something bigger in the 
notion of “humanity,” and primarily concerns itself with 
adding to the sum of human knowledge, with learning what 
remains unknown. 
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Both Shakespeare and Pope, though they either encour- 
age or oppose Taylor's narrative, demonstrate this sense 
of mystery in the world. Shakespeare's Macbeth is a play 
of equivocation, constantly confusing and perverting the 
expectations one may have in reality. Macbeth is left de- 
ceived by the witches’ paradoxical speech, and the audi- 
ence, likewise, is left uncertain of how to understand the 
supernatural entities of the play: are they psychological or 
external beings? 


The mysterious qualities in Macbeth do not seem to be ex- 
amples of seeking a sense of fulfillment, but they do offer 
something to attribute evil to when one is reluctant to ad- 
here to a belief in Providence. Though Shakespeare seems 
to undercut any sense of transcendence, supernatural enti- 
ties remain very present. 


Pope also insists on maintaining a sense of mystery, Hu- 
manity, as being part of Nature, cannot possibly be able to 
view the whole. To attempt to do so would be to attempt to 
achieve a perspective only accessible to God. Humans are 
but placed in the middle of creation, unable to see above or 
below without God's grace, and even then, only parts of the 
creation may be granted to the viewer. The whole remains 
God's to know. 


Noticing these themes of mystery in the literature that | 
studied reminds me of the importance of the unknown in 
God as our true source of fulfillment. As He is far greater 
than human comprehension, there is a sense of wonder 
that exudes from belief in Him that we should delight in; it 
is a sign of his greatness. We are all looking for fulfillment, 
and the mystery of God is part of how we as Christians can 
acknowledge exactly where the source of our fulfillment is. 
It is where we give up ourselves in the unknown, believing 
that God both knows and is the answer to all that we need. 
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Defining Diversity in Regards to Inner City Culture 


Cross on Division Street 


In the winter, this street seems hidden. 
All that one might see is white snow turned black. 
It is the snow that hides the broken sidewalks, 


Covers the graffiti like a closed journal of old gangs and slang and talks. 


The winter wisps away the birds that live on stale fast food, 
And makes the kids who joyride their rusty bikes stay inside, 


Hidden away from all their summer crime and games and 
Love and drugs. 


Winter pushes out the life that paints the division in this town. 


Each soul that roams this route can hear 
The voice of summer when it comes around. 


Summer sounds like heavy music that lasts a second driving by. 


It sounds like men that holler to their best friend’s sister, 
And mothers scolding their daughters 
As they whine and yell and cry. 


Summer smells like chicken, garbage, weed, 
And it tastes like too much freedom. 
The daylight grows stronger and the nights get louder, 
So fathers stay out longer, drinking far past early hours. 


But summer shows a smile from an older brother to his sister. 


He takes her hand, and slowly 
Walks her across this busy, lonely parade of feet. 


They head towards their worn down home — a mile and a half too close, 


To this broken and divided street. 


EMMA ROORDA 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


Cultural division prohibits people from appreciating an- 
other person’s uniqueness. Division creates angst and con- 
fusion between groups, causing misunderstandings, often 
standing in the way of what could potentially blossom into 
a valuable relationship. 


This is why I decided to apply for a job at the Boys and Girls 
Club in the inner city during the time when I lived in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. God graciously opened the door to this 
employment opportunity and allowed me to eagerly march 
into a world where I would be encouraged to learn impor- 
tant lessons regarding leadership and cultural diversity. 


As a freshman and proud Ontarian, I had little knowledge 
of the economic and racial division that separated East/ 
Central Grand Rapids from the inner-city parts of town. It 
didn’t take long to realize that there were students at my 
school who avoided the ten-minute drive to the west end of 
the city, due to the fact that it was “too ghetto.” 


For the entirety of my first year of university, I rode the 
slightly overcrowded city bus to the Boys and Girls Club, 
eager to spend the latter half of my afternoon tutoring the 
neighbourhood school-aged children. This later led to an 
incredible job opening last summer where I was blessed 
with the privilege of being the Club’s head art teacher. 


I remember detesting the expression on the faces of some 
‘of my university classmates upon informing them of my 
commitment to working at a children’s centre located on 
what is ironically named “Division Street.” The shocked re- 
sponses that I received were sometimes formed in conde- 
scending questions such as: “Why would you even want to 
work there?” “Isn’t that street, like, super ghetto?” “Aren't 
you scared that you will get hurt because you look so dif- 
ferent?” “Is it weird being the only caucasian-looking per- 
son?” “Aren't most of those kids rowdy and uneducated?” 
To which I would respond emphatically, “best job ever!” 


This is not to say I wasn't careful or unaware of my differ- 
ences, nor was | ignorant about some of the brokenness of 
the community along Division Street, but I took pride in 
shutting down their insensitive questions using these three 
short words. What I really wanted to say was a spiteful, “if 
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you took the time to drive ten minutes away from campus 
to Division Street, you would find that the inner-city com- 
munity has so much beauty in its cultural diversity!” 


It is often hard to make this diversity argument in the 
United States (I am American by birth). It has been a long- 
standing cultural mindset for many American politicians to 
categorize people simply as “fellow Americans,” disregard- 
ing any other ethnicity that a person may hold, thinking 
that this would demonstrate equality, and therefore create 
harmony amongst citizens. There is a false conclusion that 
if one overlooks ethnic differences all people will be the 
same, all are simply “created equal.” 


The problem is that there is often no distinction between 
what it means to be “equal” and “the same.” Yes, we are all 
equal as humans; we are all created in God’s image. But, 
God is a beautiful artisan, and has created his children dif- 
ferent and unique, and therefore, cultural beauty should 
be distinguished. The recognition of diversity is necessary 
and should be celebrated. Ideally, communities should be 
working towards the destruction of division and the inclu- 
sion of diversity. 


I will admit that there were many situations during my days 
spent teaching at the Boys and Girls Club where I felt out of 
place or insecure. These ungrounded emotions would usu- 
ally creep up in circumstances where I was naively unaware 
of a cultural phrase or a certain celebrity figure. I can recall 
specific scenarios where I would have seemed particularly 
foreign, such as the times when I had absolutely no idea 
who an up-and-coming rap musician was, or when one of 
my six-year-old students would have to explain to me what 
made “box braids” and a “weave” totally unrelated hair- 
styles. 


Yet, these were the situations that largely helped to shape 
me into a person educated in, and appreciative of, an en- 
vironment that completely differs from my nuclear fam- 
ily. Through these moments, | discovered the goodness 
of Michigan's inner-city culture. The children of Division 
Street, whom I had the privilege of teaching, ultimately 
taught me a lesson that I will never forget. Observing their 
genuine zest for life was a constant reminder that there is 
unique beauty and excitement in each and every one of 
God's children. Thus, there is no reason for cultural divi- 
sion, only space for celebrating cultural differences! Divi- 
sional lines, prohibiting the formation of valuable cross- 
cultural relationships, need not exist. Knowing this, it is 


my hope that the cultural lines that divide these two people 
groups within the same town will fade, 


This is exactly what the biblical instruction to “love thy 
neighbour” is referring to. We are called to love not only 
the similarities that we share with our neighbours, but also 
the differences as well. As Christians, we are called to open 
our eyes to become more aware of the ways in which we can 
love our neighbours and learn from the differences that we 
may discover along the way. 


I miss working on Division Street. Reflecting on those 
joyous days spent with such an energetic group of people 
pains my heart. I miss the rowdy, spur-of-the-moment 
breakdancing; I miss the barefoot summer strolls through 
the busy neighbourhoods, and the sour, watered-down 
lemonade bought from a budding child-entrepreneur. 
1 even miss scolding the feisty troublemakers who took 
pride in playfully mocking me until I forced them out of 
the art classroom. My heart can hardly remember what it 
was like to not belong there. Yes, I was an outsider at first; 
I was from the other side of “the division.” Nonetheless, I 
allowed myself to become vulnerable and showed an eager- 
ness to engage in their way of life, and as a result, numer- 
ous beautiful relationships ensued. 
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Humans of Redeemer 


EMMA ROORDA 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


In 2010, a man by the name of Brandon Stanton began a photographic project in 
New York City that would grow to become a #1 New York Times bestseller and 
photoblog boasting over 15 million followers worldwide. 


Initially, Stanton set out to create what he calls “an exhaustive catalogue of New 
York City’s inhabitants,” comprised of 10,000 photos plotted across a city map. 
The concept took on a different form, however, as he began collecting pieces 
of conversation had with those he photographed. Photo captions would soon 
become as vital as the shots themselves, and, together, make for a captivating 


This year, the Crown seeks to mimic Stanton's idea on campus by asking thought- 
ful questions and taking candid photos of students, staff and faculty included in 
each issue. 


We know that stories are powerful, so the goal here is to further uncover our 
own. Scripture tells us to rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who 
mourn, share the word of our testimony and give glory to God in every season. 
This column is simply another means to do so, and remind ourselves that our 
King, Jesus, is the ultimate author and finisher of our faith. 


stream of stories he entitles, “Humans of New York.” 


Well, I am switching schools! I wanted 
to transfer from McMaster to Redeemer, 
but I didn’t know if I should. Then I 
prayed about it. I asked God to give me a 
sign. I told Him I would go to Redeemer 
if the song “My Redeemer Lives” was 
played at my church on Sunday. And 
guess what? They played it. So that’s 
when I knew I need to transfer to Re- 
deemer. 


I definitely want to go out and explore 
the world a lot more this year. With 
work, that is difficult right now, but I 
just really want to be able to travel and 
see new things. Even Hamilton has a 
lot of waterfalls and natural attractions, 
so I would love to be able to go out and 
explore the creation a lot more. Being 
able to take this in would be a valuable 
experience. 


What is Going to Change in 201/? 


I just got my gun license, so 2017 is 
going to be fun! Now I can purchase 
and acquire guns. I like to practice 
marksmanship skills. At 100 yards, I 
can do about a two-inch grouping of five 
shots.... That means if I shoot five shots, 
I can aim in a two-inch circle, so that’s 
not bad. I also like trapshooting, where 
you shoot little clay disks in the air. 
That’s a lot fun too. 


In this coming year, I want to be more 
successful, in school specifically. In all 
my courses I hope to do better, I also 
want to focus on becoming closer with 
God. I hope that is something that 2017 
will bring. 


I am hoping that I can continue to stay 
motivated in school. I am in the class 
“Being and Knowing in the Digital Age” 
right now, so I think it is going to be 
really interesting to see how technology 
really affects my everyday life. Also, I 
think it’s going to be really interesting to 
watch American politics in 2017. I want 
to see how that all turns out after what 
has been going on there. 


There are a lot of things; I think in gen- 
eral, | just want to keep on going on the 
same track that I am on. I need to really 
make sure that I go forward in actu- 
ally applying for the Cont-Ed program, 
because that is something I really would 
like to do. Things kind of fell through 
with this last semester, so | hope 2017 
brings something positive. I'm also a 
theatre major, so I hope to get onto the 
main stage. I actually just auditioned 
yesterday, fingers crossed! On top of 
this, I work in the kitchen, so I hope ev- 
erything gets settled there soon, because 
right now it is pretty overwhelming. 
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In 2017, I think God is teaching me the 
importance of rest, the importance of 
letting go of some things that were good 
activities, and having a greater focus 

on the future. In terms of my school- 
ing, I feel I can let go of some things in 
order to make time for something with 
greater purpose. 


This is a very deep question, so I will 
answer this deep question with a simple, 
yet deep answer: In 2017, I hope that 
the school, as a whole, will continue to 
embrace its profound and beautiful life. 


KENDRA’S CORNER 


KENDRA SLAGTER 


Coming home from a long trip is never easy, especially if 
you built a life alongside new friends and family and be- 
came invested in the country. I have been home from 
Uganda for about four weeks now, and I miss it more and 
more every day. I miss sitting in the classroom with my fel- 
low USP students and Ugandan friends. I miss visiting my 
host family and cooking fried sweet potato with my host 
sisters. I miss my Ugandan co-workers and supervisors 
at my internship. I miss the monkeys jumping outside of 
our classroom window, the excitement of traveling into the 
capital city, navigating through the hectic markets, and the 
learning and growth I received through traveling through- 
out Uganda and Rwanda. 


The hardest part about leaving Uganda was saying good- 
bye to the people I have grown to love and appreciate over 
these past four months. These were people that could re- 
ally understand each other in a way that people back home 
cannot. The emotional experience with one of my clients, 
a one-year-old baby, who was severely malnourished and 
fighting for his life in a hospital where the doctors were on 
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strike, is not something my family and friends back home 
can understand. 


Trying to explain what it was like to watch my host family 
struggle to pay their school fees, and the embarrassment of 
students who showed up to school without a uniform be- 
cause they could not afford it, is not something I can fully 
describe. I had to say goodbye to the people that under- 
stand what this is like. And that was the hardest part. 

It takes a few weeks to shake off these negative feelings and 
emotions of loss. It took me a little while to realize that it’s 
those negative emotions that take away from being able to 
fully explain the goodness and growth that I witnessed in 
Uganda. I want to be able to express what I saw and learned 
in Uganda in a way that advocates for Uganda’s progress 
and hope for its future. I have the incredible opportunity 
to explain to others how Uganda is a country of hospitality 
and love. It is more than just a product of corrupt govern- 
ment and lacking social services. 


I experienced both of these things while living with my Mu- 
kono host family, who welcomed me into their home and 
treated me just like their own. Uganda is a country of hope, 
which I experienced at my internship. I saw mothers who 
are told by their society that they have nothing to contrib- 
ute, but they rose up and took responsibility for their future 
as strong leaders within their families and communities. 


Uganda is a strong country, which I experienced at my ru- 
ral homestay. My homestay family lived day to day using 
minimal tools and materials, and yet they thanked God for 
the abundance in their lives, 


Uganda is a country of progression, which I observed in 
the lives of formerly abducted child soldiers. These former 
child soldiers sought peace for their country, despite the 
trauma and hardships they experienced, and advocated 
for growth and reconciliation within their country. Instead 
of seeing Uganda as a place of poverty and hopelessness, 
I saw nothing but promise, future, and hope for a strong 
nation. 


Even though being home may be hard at times, lam beyond 
thankful for the time I had in Uganda. I was able to not only 
take classes at the Ugandan Christian University and par- 
take in a social work internship, but also gain a Ugandan 
family, dozens of friends (both American and Ugandan), 
a growing sense of cultural humility, and a deeper love for 
culture and diversity. 


This experience was priceless, and I pray that one day | will 
be able to go back and thank those who impacted my life 
so deeply within the short span of four months. I feel so 
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fortunate to have caught a glimpse at what Uganda is work- 
ing towards, and I am excited to see how God continually 
moves within this country. 


OPINION 


eee 


New Year's Resolutions 


BEN HEALEY 


A few people had a good 2016, I guess: Russia, Manatees, 
Harriet Tubman, and myself (I got engaged). But it seems 
that nearly everyone hated 2016, not because of the natu- 
ral disasters or persistent famine that affects one in nine 
people. No, 2016 was “the worst” because some old famous 
people did what old people do, an election in another coun- 
try reminded us how democracy works, and a gorilla got 
shot. But not anymore! A new year is here, and 2017 is go- 
ing to be our year! I’m sure if everyone follows through on 
their New Year's resolutions, no more important primates 
will die! 


There is no magic that occurs at 12 a.m. on January 1, but 
any time is a good time for self-improvement. Started by 
the Babylonians, a New Year's resolution is where a per- 
son takes the new calendar year as a way to jumpstart a 
new habit. I have some thoughts about this notion that I 
thought I should share. 


Pick a resolution that actively speaks to your desired life- 
style. For instance, a few years ago I decided I wanted to 
learn the Banjo. I’m not in love with folk music, and I don’t 
know how to play any other instrument, so, surprise, I 
failed. However, this year I have decided to become health- 
ier. I have realized that eating better and exercising are 
important habits and need to be part of my lifestyle in the 
future. Will I succeed? Maybe. 

Here are some New Year’s resolutions that I think are pret- 
ty good ideas: 


Learn how to spiell. 

Try your hardest to not eat a donut every day at the 
new Tim Hortons. 

Fellas, learn how to do card tricks. 

Ladies, try to resist a fella who can do card tricks. 
Fourth-years, coast in all your courses. 

Professors, mark easier. 


If these seem too tough, I have some really easy resolu- 
tions. Just do the opposite of one of the most common 
resolutions that I have listed below: 


10 Signs You 


ALLYSON REICHELT 


“Here is your ticket; screen number six is on your right. 
Enjoy the movie.” 

“Thanks, you too!” 

Why did I just say that? She’s not even going to watch a 
movie. She works here, you idiot. 


This kind of situation has happened to me an alarming 
amount of times, and if you have experienced something 
similar, we may have something in common. It’s something 
that only people of our kind understand. It’s something 
that no matter how many times we try, we can’t get rid of it. 
It's a part of us, and we experience it on the regular. 


What is this thing, you may ask? Well, friends, it’s being 
awkward, but you probably already knew that because you 
were most likely cringing as you read the above scenario, 
and your mind flashed back to the last time you went to the 
movies and experienced something almost identical. 


You may be trying to tell yourself right now that you're 
not awkward. Well, before you come to that conclusion, I 
would read over the following list of signs. If you can re- 
late to more than five of these, welcome to the club and 
get comfortable — it’s not something that just goes away. 
(Believe me, I’ve tried.) 


Laughing when uncomfortable: 

If you laugh at almost everything, and even more when you 
feel uncomfortable (which is usually always), you may be 
an awkward individual. 


They Are Dumb 


Gain weight and don’t get fit. 

Start smoking. 

Learn something you already know. 
Eat worse and binge. 

Get in debt and spend money. 
Spend less time with family. 

Stay home in familiar places. 

Be more stressed. 

Don’t volunteer. 


While feeding my hypochondria, I found some useful tips 
for New Year’s resolutions on WebMD.com. Willpower is 
a muscle; you only have a finite amount of willpower, and 
in the same way, you can only lift so much. If you work on 
willpower over small things in your life, you will build up 
that muscle. 

Only go for one general resolution at a time. For myself, 
this year I’m trying to be healthier. If I tried to make my 
resolution that I was going to learn a new language, be 
healthier, learn the piano, and go to all of my classes, you’d 
say, “That’s ridiculous! You have to skip some classes,” and 
I would probably fail at completing my resolution. The 
third tip is to break it up. If your resolution is like mine (to 


be healthier), I have made smaller, easier tasks like, “don’t 
drink pop,” and, “only have snacks at the movies.” In es- 
sence, what you should do is say, “I want to do A, C, and 
D more (or less) in order that I may achieve my goal of X.” 
The rest of the tips are interesting, but you can check them 
out for yourself. 


Now that we have dealt with the Ghosts of New Year’s Past 
and New Year’s Present, let us look forward to the Ghost of 
New Year’s Future. Most students will be graduating in the 
future. I myself am in my last semester of my Redeemer 
career, and I am overwhelmed with a sense of “I-just-want- 
to-be-done-ness.” It is true that the last semester of uni- 
versity is not unlike the last slice of pizza; you don’t really 
want it at all, but you've already paid for it. There are other 
things in the upcoming year besides being done with school 
to look forward to: summer break, reading break, I'll prob- 
ably fake sick a few days, Marvel movies, the rapture may- 
be, and a new Tim Hortons! 


For those who have been successfully swayed by this article 
to have a New Year’s resolution and stick to it, it’s not too 
late! Chinese New Year is a good time to start! 


May be an Awkward Human Being 


Turning red for absolutely no reason: 

You might be a pale individual, but no one knows it because 
99% of the time your face is redder than Taylor Swift's lip- 
stick. When the teacher calls your name for attendance, a 
fiery shade of red automatically sweeps over your cheeks. If 
someone says “hi” to you in the halls, suddenly your face is 
as red as a cherry, what a splendid surprise! 


Facial expressions: 

When conversing with people, you express your feelings 
through facial expressions — and not the cute kind. You're 
extremely unaware of the faces you make, and the respons- 
es you receive from people vary from a supporting chuckle 
to a slow series of steps backward. 


Never being able to say what you mean: 

When it comes to compliments, or just simply trying 
to speak, what you mean to say never comes out of your 
mouth the way it sounds in your head. 


Small talk is the enemy: 

Small talk means plenty of opportunities for lulls in con- 
versation, and that means plenty of opportunities for you 
to fill it with completely random statements that you im- 
mediately regret saying. 


You are a professional avoider: 

Dodging people is an art, and you are a professional. En- 
counters with other humans means opportunities for small 
talk, and based on the previous point, we know that is not 
a good thing. 

Flirting? What's that?: 

Talking to the opposite gender is a weakness for us, and 
this comes back to points one and four. Being straightfor- 


ward is hard; “I like your face” is usually all you can spit 
out, and the response is never a positive one (unless the 
other person is also awkward, and then you are able to 
bond over the situation). 


Posing for pictures is a struggle: 

Us awkward people envy the people who are naturally pho- 
togenic. Noodle arms and confused facial expressions are 
probably consistent themes throughout photos. Our par- 
ents are constantly telling us, “smile!” and we have to reply, 
“I am!” The struggle is real. 


Dancing: 

A sense of rhythm is nonexistent, and our “moves” usually 
consist of bopping up and down, or obnoxiously waving 
our hands in the air when the beat takes us over. It’s prob- 
ably best to give us room; elbows in the gut aren't recom- 
mended, but with us, they’re likely. 


Meeting new people: 

As outgoing as some of us may be, points one, two, and four 
are present here. For some reason, simply saying our name 
is a request for our face to turn red, and once that begins, 
it’s impossible to keep the conversation going, so, yes, the 
laughter begins and it’s all downhill from there. 


Being awkward may be really awkward, but let’s all embrace 
it! It’s a part of us; it’s who we are! When people laugh and 
call you awkward just laugh it off, you're probably already 
laughing. Feeling uncomfortable is the tough reality of be- 
ing awkward, but when you come across a fellow awkward 
human, the connection is undeniable. Very close friends 
can be made through awkward encounters, and what's the 
fun in being comfortable your whole life anyway? 
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An Interview with Josiah Bokma 


JOSHUA VOTH 
MANAGING EDITOR 


Tell me a bit about your past. Where did you grow 
up? Where did you go to school? What did you 
study? Describe your academic journey. 


I grew up in a small town called Shubenacadie, Nova Sco- 
tia. | went to a small Baptist school from grades K5 to grade 
12. After high school, I went to Redeemer where I got my 
humanities major and classical studies minor in Greek. I 
wanted to rest before seminary in order to gain some ex- 
perience in the field, and I did that for three years. Then I 
went to Tyndale Seminary where I got my Master of Divin- 
ity. 
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My family and I were at a crossroad. We went to Nicaragua 
in April 2014 where I worked as a mentor with a cohort 
university exchange program. I had finished my master’s 
in May of this past summer, and we were unsure whether 
to continue living in Nicaragua or if we were to transition 
back to Canada. In that posture of not being sure of direc- 
tion, I heard of the open position at Redeemer, and when 
I read the job description, I thought it would be a good fit 
for myself to utilize my gifts and passions. I applied and 
interviewed, and the rest is history. 


What is your role as Chaplain at Redeemer? 


My role has three parts. Firstly, I am involved with chapel 
services: planning, organizing, leading, and occasionally 
preaching and teaching. Secondly, I work with different 
club leaders, such as those who are leading spiritual clubs 
. like Church in the Box. Thirdly, I do pastoral counselling, 
drop-bys, and appointments. 


Redeemer's Chaplain 


What is something that you are passionate about? 


One thing that I would say is learning from those of dif- 
ferent cultures. Our journey internationally has been so 
rich. We've learned hospitality from our friends in Uganda. 
We learned about having a passion for Jesus through our 
friend in Nicaragua. That cross-cultural learning, taking 
what we're learning from our global friends and applying it 
locally, is something that I am passionate about. 


Another thing is seeing people catch a vision of how dy- 
namically God is acting in their lives, how He is working 
and speaking to them. I want to help people pay attention 
to that; discernment is a big passion for me, 


I see you’ve done mission work in Nicaragua. Tell 
me about that experience, 


My family and I lived in Uganda for a year in 2009, and 
that is where I helped local pastors start a church leader 
training network that sought those with education to teach 
and help those who didn’t have one. I developed courses 
and taught 75 church leaders from different denomina- 
tions, and prepared them to continue this work after we 
left. 


We were in Nicaragua for over two years. The first year we 
spent most of our time learning the language and adjust- 
ing to the heat, climate, and culture. I worked with a local 
church, strengthening their discipleship and teaching in 
the area of discernment. I developed a manual on discern- 
ment and walked their church through 12 workshops that 
taught them how to live a life attuned to God as a church, 
and how to do this practically as individuals. 


Within the city, we sought to encourage unity and collabo- 
ration in churches where division is strong, as well as be- 
tween church leaders. I also worked with a cohort program 
helping university age students from Central American and 
North America. We would meet together in Leon and work 
on areas of business, church development, and community 
development. I also led discussions on spiritual formation, 
which dealt with reflection, prayer, and mentorship. That 
was a big piece of directing the spiritual formation aspect 
of the cohort program there. 


What advice would you give to students who want 
to pursue missions? 


Find others who are doing something you want to do and 
get as close to them as you can. Learn from them, inter- 
view them, and don’t rush off to get a master’s until you've 
gained some clarity in the field you really want to work in. 
Our former Chaplain encouraged me to go as far in the field 
of ministry I was interested in until I needed a master’s to 
go further. So I did just that. I went as far as I could, and 
then I did my master’s. 


What are your goals as Chaplain for 2017? 


As I reflect on the themes in my life, and what I hope to do 
at Redeemer, one would be to continue encouraging dis- 
cernment. I also want to pitch a vision for apprenticeship 
to Jesus. We need to learn to speak as He speaks, see oth- 
ers as He sees them, and pray as He would pray. We need 
to create a culture of intentional mentorship where people 
may actively seek out others to learn from. Mentorship has 
been huge in my own life, so I'd like to encourage that here 
at Redeemer, 


Tell us a bit about your personal faith journey. 


When I was a kid, I remember having this fear that God 
would make me be a missionary. That was horrible in my 
mind — I laugh thinking about this today. I grew up in a 
small town and a small world. My world was widened when 
I went to Redeemer through cross-cultural interactions on 
my trips to New Jersey and Uganda. Both trips opened my 
eyes to intercultural work as a perfect niche for my wife 
and I. We like being a minority in other cultures. We get to 
experience God through this. We were also able to see how 
important discernment is, and that has helped in my walk 
with God by experiencing him in new ways. 


What is a unique or fascinating fact about you that 
students may not know? 


I've skydived twice from 12,000 feet. It was awesome. 45 
seconds of free fall. I’ve also eaten fried bugs in Uganda. 


Is there a motto or aphorism that you live by? What 
is your personal philosophy? 


One of my favourite quotes is from Henri Nouwen: “Learn 
how to live the questions that we have,” and carry them and 
share them with others. 


Is there a verse, second to this year’s theme, that 
stands out to you as important spiritual food for 
our souls? 


Ephesians 4:1-2: “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge 
you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love.” 


As Redeemer’s Chaplain, is there anything else 
you'd like to add? 


It’s tough as Chaplain when your job puts you on stage and 
in an office. It’s difficult to meet students this way. It’s great 
when students introduce themselves to me. I'd like to get 
to know the Redeemer community and become a part of 
it. I encourage students to drop by my office, even to just 
say “hello.” 


[... continued from page 3:] 


Prior to the reading, fourth-year students Julianne Van 
Pelt and Rachel Hewitt had the opportunity to sit down 
and interview John Terpstra as part of a project in Dr. 

Deborah Bowen's Contemporary Canadian Poetry class. 


“Rachel and | had led a seminar on Terpstra’s Two or 
Three guitars that morning,” explains Julianne. “Then 
we had the privilege of interviewing him. We greeted 
him at the door, trembling. 


“But he was very gracious and thoughtful as he an- 
swered all our questions.” The most pressing of which 
was to do with his latest release of a collection of 
prayers, instead of his more common genres of writing: 
poetry and non-fiction. 


“This book only came about because of requests made 
in his church,” says Julianne. “He every so often leads 
the Prayers of the People part of the Sunday service, 
and these prayers are the ones he has published.” 


Later, during the launch’s reading, Terpstra himself 
admitted to being surprised by the release of anything 
other than poems and what he likes to call “poetry 


thinly disguised as non-fiction.” And while verse and 
prayer may look similar on paper, he distinguished 
them from one another when discussing his writing and 
revision processes. 


“He talked about there being a certain fear and trem- 
bling in publishing prayer,” says Julianne. “But I would 
say that after hearing the prayers and reading the book, 
there is no reason for fear, for behind it is a firm and 
honest belief.” 


Brent van Staalduinen, too, has produced an honest 
work — one that novelist and retired RUC Professor 
Hugh Cook calls an “unflinching, yet tender novel.” 


Van Staalduinen set the groundwork before reading 
excerpts from his novel, introducing us to Mutton, a 
teen-aged and imaginative Hamiltonian girl whose 
family runs a thrift store near Jackson Square. The 
Niche also made an entrance in his summary, explained 
as a magical element of the story and a player in the 
“remarkable and heartbreaking” events that unfurl with 
every chapter. 


After offering us glimpses of his narrative in his reading 
of key scenes — head tilted, hand in pocket — van Sta- 


alduinen was asked about the process of imagining and 
engaging with his characters. 


“Do you hear their voices in your head?” one woman 
asked. 

“No,” he replied. “It’s rather through my fingers on the 
keys.” 


When asked about sources of inspiration and continu- 
ation, he explained that “in order to write well, I have 
to look around a lot, Observe the world in its fractured 
glory. 


“Life is broken, but there is a greater narrative driving 
all of it.” 


While he and Terpstra may differ in genres, audience, 
or what-have-you, their work commits to just that sort 
of careful observation and pays attention to the story 
that encompasses us all. Their writing is honest and 
purposely lets their city meld with their craft. 


Both In the Company of All and Saints, Unexpected are 
available for purchase in Redeemer’s bookstore. 
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Truths from Within the Sex Trade 
And Practical Steps to Cease its Spread 


ELISE ARSENAULT 
SENIOR REPORTER 


“What's the difference between having sex at home and 
being abused, and having sex with strangers and being 
abused?” wondered Katarina MacLeod, age 20, after being 
offered a position as a prostitute at a massage parlour in 
the GTA. 


Having been a victim of sexual abuse since age five, being 
paid for a similar experience seemed to be a valid alterna- 
tive. 


“Yes, I will take the job.” 


For the next 15 years, Katarina would be subjected to phys- 
ical and sexual abuse, exploitation, drug addiction, kidnap- 
ping, and domestic trafficking. 


Her escape from prostitution came in 2008 when personal 
turmoil met the generosity of a local church, and Katarina 
trusted Christ with her life and future. Since then, she has 
walked with women still caught in the trade, and spoken 
for them in schools, churches, police forces, and healthcare 
facilities. 


Sharing her story gives us insight on an issue that is often 
glamorized or simply overlooked. It is a key to both raising 
awareness and — most importantly — prompting action. 
Through her own organization (Rising Angels), and the 
like-hearted initiatives listed below, mindsets are shifting. 


“Don’t kid yourselves to think that exploitation is only hap- 
pening across seas,” she says, “it’s happening here!” 


Just last year, Statistics Canada reported 799 police-re- 
ported incidents related to the commodification of sexual 
activity. That’s two incidents a day. 

Still, women are entering the industry unaware of its dan- 
ger. 


“Most girls intend to prostitute for a year — to get through 
school and leave,” Katarina explains to her audiences. “But 
that doesn’t happen. Because when you start making big, 
fast money, your head blows up. Then, you understand that 
they’re trying to see what they can get away with. 


“By that time, the shame and guilt take over. If you're not a 
drug-addict, you soon become one.” 


Whether this changes is up to us. “These are our women, 
our children,” we are reminded. “They are somebody's 
mother — I was somebody’s mother.” 


Don’t be stunted by the size of this issue. While we may 
never single-handedly stop the spread of a pimp’s prostitu- 
tion ring, or sit and speak with women whose stories mir- 
ror Katarina’s, there are several ways to get involved. 


Helping Hands Street Missions runs programs for 
those involved in the Hamiltonian sex trade. They are in 
need of new/used seasonal clothing items, blankets, pil- 
lows, sheets, shoes, curtains, new underwear, towels, and 
facecloths, as well as women’s hygiene items, Kleenex 
products, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and deodorant. You 
can also donate your Shoppers Drug Mart Optimum points 
for the purchase of hygiene products. 


DefendDignity.ca raises awareness of sexual exploita- 
tion, provides help for individuals, churches, and organiza- 
tions, and advocates for law and policy reform, Consulting 


their webpages offers educational resources, and opportu- 
nities to attend or volunteer at their events. 


Bill C-36 is a law that was passed nationally in August 
2015 to criminalize the purchase of sex. Its passing was a 
game-changer for those involved in and affected by the in- 
dustry. Educating yourself on its implications reveals our 
government's involvement in the issue. 


At a grassroots level, a phone call to the Hamilton Police 
Department Trafficking unit (905-546-3885), or Crime 
Stoppers (1-800-222-8477) could save the life of a woman 
you know who is at risk of, or who is already involved in, 
sexual exploitation. 


Possible Victim Behaviour: 


Withdraws from family/friends 

Has new tattoos/brands, possibly with a pimp’s name 
Has a sudden increase in money 

Uses highly sexualized language or slang common to 
prostitution 

Contracts sexually-transmitted disease(s)/pregnancy 
Frequently runs away from home 

Has frequent unexplained injuries 

Lies about age or identity 


Yes, tackling a problem this harmful and widespread is a 
daunting task, but it has already begun. 


There are sex trade survivors and dedicated police forces 
alike who are passionate and equipped to bring freedom. 


Lasting and impactful change, however, comes only when 
entire communities acknowledge the issue's existence, and 
look out for those who are vulnerable to encounter it. 


NINA SCHUURMAN 


On October 31, 2016, the final day of Dr. Krygsman’s presi- 
dency here at Redeemer, the institution announced on so- 
cial media and in the Commons that we will be constructing 
a Tim Hortons in the place of Williams Coffee Pub. Indeed, 
our brown cups will be replaced by those oh-so-familiar 
red ones, and our mornings will be scented with the aroma 
of Timmies breakfast sandwiches. 


It all appears so thrilling — they even provided our sweet 
tooth with complimentary Timbits in the Commons that 
day! But what is happening beneath the surface of that en- 
ergy-boosting liquid in those red paper cups? An on-going 
dialogue is being had about the justice behind Tim Hortons 
coffee, and being properly educated on issues surrounding 
coffee justice is of utmost importance as we converse. 


Addressing the On-Going Conversation 


It is important to note, as was aptly mentioned in an ar- 
ticle in The Crown's November issue, that Tim Hortons 
has a unique approach to justice for majority-world farm- 
ers. They maintain what they call a “Coffee Partnership” 
in which they offer education through projects in Brazil, 
Colombia, Guatemala, and Honduras. In said article, the 
writers referred to this as “Direct Trade.” 


We can be thankful for this conversation and encouraged by 
all the in-depth dialogues that have been happening about 


JOSHUA VOTH 
MANAGING EDITOR 


The Consumer Electronics Show (CES), which was held 
earlier this January, reacquainted us with American start- 
up company Faraday Future whose aim is to develop and 
manufacture intelligent electric vehicles. Although this 


company has shown at CES — as well as other developer 
conferences — in the past, this company stole the spotlight 
with the release of their FF91 electric car at CES 2017. Far- 
aday Future has its headquarters in Los Angeles, Califor- 


nia, and is named after Michael Faraday, an English scien- 
list who pioneered electromagnetic induction. He has also 
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ls Tim Hortons Fair? 
The Unpopular Truth 


the new Tim Hortons as a whole. Redeemer was correct in 
their comments on Facebook when they said that these are 
the questions we are taught to ask in the classroom. 


Tim Hortons and Social Justice 


Difficulty is presented when noting that Tim Hortons’ cof- 
fee sourcing may not even be from the locations where they 
practice these educational programs. Tim Hortons does 
not disclose where their actual coffee is sourced. When I 
chatted on the phone last month with the CEO of FairTrade 
Canada, he estimated less than 10% of Tim Hortons’ coffee 
is actually sourced from their Coffee Partnership. 


Thus, this program cannot be referred to as “Direct Trade,” 
because trade may not even be taking place between these 
farmers from the “Coffee Partnership” and Tim Hortons. 
What it becomes, then, is an unfortunately failed attempt 
to pacify their concerned customers. In a world where cof- 
fee is notorious for behind-the-scenes injustices, this is not 
a small issue, 


The other concern is that the source referred to in Novem- 
ber’s article on this subject is based on an article from The 
Globe and Mail, which interviewed a former CEO of Tim 
Hortons. Their current CEO is a former executive of Nes- 
tle, a global food service provider that has been scrutinized 
countless times for their apathy for environmental and hu- 
man rights (a simple Google search would reveal this). 


In addition to the severe lack of transparency on the part 
of Tim Hortons, a key constituent to their process of creat- 
ing donuts is unsustainably sourced palm oil. Why is this 
important? It’s important because palm oil harvesting is 
among the top causes of rainforest deforestation, which 


Faraday Future 
Watch out Tesla! 


developed what we call “Faraday’s Law of Induction.” 


This company has been steadily growing since its launch 
in 2014 and has hired ex-Tesla employees, perhaps with 
the hopes of developing superior tech that outperforms 
the current Tesla models available on the market. To- 
gether with a team of brilliant minds and industry experts 
(thanks, Tesla?), Faraday Future purportedly aims to chal- 
lenge Tesla as the leading electric car company and revolu- 
tionize the electric car industry. 


Faraday Future is building the FF91 with learning capabili- 
ties that will, over time, track how the driver uses the ve- 
hicle, learning from inputs and sensors onboard. With the 
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has extremely negative ramifications for climate change, 
soil erosion, and the destruction of habitats that host 
many endangered species, And when between 10,000 and 
100,000 species are becoming extinct each year, it is time 
to start showing increased concern. 


A Call Into Question 


Thus, to Tim Hortons, it is necessary to ask these ques- 
tions: 


* Verification: could you, with a third-party auditor for 
monitoring (which Tim Hortons has previously failed 
to include in their conversations about coffee justice), 
verify the scale of impact of your coffee partnership 
programs? How do you evaluate the success of these 
projects? 


* Statistical transparency: Could you disclose to your 
customers the percentage of coffee sourced from these 
farms you are working with in your Coffee Partner- 
ship? 


And to all of us, let’s ask ourselves this: 


Are we seeking first the Kingdom in every square inch of 
our lives? The writers of the article from November were 
wise to note that profit and justice do not have to be oppos- 
ing missions. I would go a step further and say that perhaps 
when we seek His Kingdom first, profit may follow (Matt. 
6:33). When we remain laser-focused on our mission to 
follow Jesus in all we do, “all these things will be added” 
unto us. Let’s work hard to think critically about where we 
are spending our dollars, and use our financial resources to 
expand the Kingdom of God. 


slow decline in the use of fossil fuels, the market for electric 
vehicles is starting to widen, and Faraday Future is hoping 
to gain market share and popularity while the industry is 
still relatively young. 


The FF91 model has quite a quirky, yet logical naming 
scheme. The “FF” represents “Faraday Future,” while the 

9” indicates that it is to be considered a “top-of-the-line” 
model similar to Volvo's newly released Sgo and the Gen- 
esis G90. The “1” simply indicates that this model is the 
first of its kind to be released. 


The FF91 electric car boasts an acceleration of 0-60 mph 
(0-97 km/h) in 2.39 seconds, which is faster than Tesla’s 
P100D model, boasting an acceleration of 0-60 mph in 
2.5 seconds. This is an impressive spec for a vehicle under 
$300,000 USD. The FF91 also claims a whopping 1050hp. 
This acceleration rate is on par with Formula One cars. 
Another cool feature of the Faraday Future FF91 is that it 
unlocks itself with face recognition. 


It has been rumoured that Faraday Future has had some 
recent struggles with funding. Some speculate that the 
company will eventually sink, while others say that it’s only 
a matter of time until a finalized, market-ready product 
will be introduced. Due to a more-than-decent beta-level 
product, such as the model displayed at CES, the company 
could see success in the future. The tech inside the FF91 is 
worth boasting about, and although some bugs were appar- 
ent in the vehicle's software, the features of the car, such 
as its ability to find an empty parking spot within an entire 
parking lot, and then navigate hands-free into that park- 
ing spot, is just one of the many things it proves to be very 
good at. 


The FF91 is planned to go into production by the beginning 
of 2018. 
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There’s 
so much more 
oom Now. 


Silver~Lining 
Siegfried 


che BLackh 
Death 


Trends of 2007 


Let's Throw it Back a Decade 


ELISE ARSENAULT, EMMA ROORDA 


REPORTERS 

Technological Trends In Film In Television In Music 

2nd iPhone Cost of Average Movie ticket: $6.88 The beginning of: Popular Songs: 

Razr2 (now: $12) The Big Bang Theory Umbrella by Rhianna 

The Wii Gaming System Popular Movie Releases: Keeping Up with the Kardashians _—_S.0.S The Jonas Brothers 

Dance Dance Revolution No Country for Old Men Are You Smarter thana 5thGrader? Stronger by Kanye West 

Build-a-bear Workshop Harry Potter and the Deathly Hol- Corey in the House Wait for You by Elliot Yamin 

BioShock Video Game lows Gossip Girl Axel F by Crazy Frog 

BluRay DVDS Superbad Irreplaceable by Beyonce 
High School Musical 2 Last season of: Hey There a Delilah by The Plain 
Spiderman 3 The O.C. White Tees 


Gilmore Girls 


